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STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 



CALIFORNIA. 



Tenement Houses — Construction, Maintenance, and Occupation. (Chap. 572, 

Act May 29, 1915.) 

Section 1. An act to regulate the building and occupancy of tenement houses in 
incorporated towns, incorporated cities, and cities and counties, and to provide 
penalties for the violation thereof, and repealing an act entitled "An act to regulate 
the building and occupancy of tenement houses in incorporated towns, incorporated 
cities, and cities and counties, and to provide penalties for the violation thereof, 
approved April 16, 1909, statutes of California of 1909, page 948," and approved 
April 10, 1911, statutes of California of 1911, page 860, and approved June 13, 1913, 1 
statutes of California, 1913, page 737, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 1. This act shall be known as the tenement-house act, and its provisions 
shall apply to all incorporated towns, incorporated cities, cities and counties in the 
State of California. It shall be the duty of the department of health of incorporated 
towns, incorporated cities, and cities and counties to enforce all the provisions of this 
act: Provided, however, That incorporated towns, incorporated cities, cities and coun- 
ties in the State of California shall have and are hereby given authority to designate 
and charge by ordinance any other department than the department of health with 
the enforcement of this act or any portion thereof: Provided, That the department of 
health of incorporated towns, incorporated cities, and cities and counties shall always 
have supervision over and shall enforce the provisions of this act relating to sanitation, 
ventilation, and health in all tenement buildings not in course of actual construction 
or alteration, and shall issue the permit hereinafter mentioned, entitled "Permit of 
occupancy upon completion of construction." In the event that an incorporated 
town, incorporated city, or city and county shall by municipal ordinance designate 
another and different department than the department of health to enforce the pro- 
visions of this act or any of them which by the provisions of this act may by such 
ordinance be transferred to the control of another department than the department of 
health, all powers not so transferred shall be and remain in the department of health: 
Provided, however, That the commission of immigration and housing of California shall 
enforce the provisions of this act which do not deal with actual construction of tene- 
ment houses in all incorporated towns, incorporated cities, cities and counties in the 
State of California whenever said commission finds or discovers a violation or viola- 
tions of the provisions of this act and notifies the local department of health in writing 
of such violation or violations and said local department of health does not, within 
30 days thereafter, enforce this act in the instances specified in said written notice: 
Provided, however, That the said commission of immigration and housing of California 
shall enforce the act only in the instances specified in said written notice. 

Sec. 2. For the purpose of this act certain words and phrases are defined aa 
follows: 

« Reprint No. 264 from the P. H. B., p. 88. 
(195) 
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A " tenement house " is any liouse or building, or portion thereof, of more than one 
story, which is designed, built, rented, leased, let, or hired out. to be occupied or is 
occupied as the home or residence of four families or more living independently of each 
other, and doing their cooking upon the premises, or by three families so living and 
cooking, and having a common right in the halls, stairways, yards, water-closets, or 
some or any of them. 

Provided, That a building of not more than two stories in height, which is designed, 
built, rented, leased, let, or hired out, to be occupied or is occupied as the home or 
residence of not more than four families living independently of each other, and so con- 
structed that each section is arranged to be occupied as the home or residence of a 
separate family and each section having an entirely independent and separate entrance 
and stairway from the street or frt m an outside vestibule on the level of the first floor of 
said building and with no room, hall, bath room, water-closet, kitchen, or other con- 
venience used in common by two or more families occupying said building, shall not 
come within the definition of a tenement house contained in this act. 

An "apartment" in a tenement house is a room or a suite of rooms which is occupied, 
or is intended or designed to be occupied as a family domicile. 

A "yard" is an open unoccupied space on the same lot with a tenement house, 
situated in the rear of said tenement house: Provided, That in case of a corner lot the 
yard may be placed in the rear of either frontage. 

A "court" is an open, unoccupied space, other than a yard, on the same lot with a 
tenement house. A court not extending to the street or yard is an inner court. A court 
extending to the street or yard and bounded on three sides by a tenement house on the 
same lot is an outer court. If it extends to the street it is a street court. If it extends 
to the yard it is a yard court. If it extends from the street to the yard it is a street-to- 
yard court. A court bounded on one side and both ends by a tenement house and on 
the remaining side by a lot hue is a "lot-line" court. 

A "court" bounded on one side and one end by a tenement house and on the 
remaining side by lot line and the remaining end open to the street or yard is a lot-line 
outer court. 

A "shaft" includes exterior and interior shafts, whether for air, light, elevator, 
dumbwaiter, or any other purpose. A vent shaft is one used solely to ventilate or light 
a water-closet compartment or bathroom. 

A "public hall" is a hall, corridor, or passageway not within an apartment. 

A "private hall" is a hall, passageway, corridor, or vestibule within an apartment. 

A "stair hall" includes the stairs, stair landings, and those portions of the public 
halls through which it is necessary to pass in going between the entrance hall and roof. 

A "basement" is a story partly below the level of the curb, the ceiling of which is 
not less than 7 feet above the curb level. 

A "cellar" is any story partly or wholly below the level of the curb, the ceiling of 
which is less than 7 feet above the curb level. 

A fireproof tenement house is one the walls of which are constructed of brick, stone, 
iron, or other incombustible material, and in which there are no wooden beams or 
lintels, and in which the floors, roofs, stair halls, and public halls are built entirely of 
brick, stone, iron, or other hard incombustible material, and in which no woodwork or 
other inflammable material is used in any of the partitions, furrings, or ceilings. But 
this definition shall not be construed as prohibiting elsewhere than in the stair halls 
or entrance halls, the use of wooden flooring on top of the fireproof floors or the use of 
wooden sleepers, nor as prohibiting wooden handrails, and hardwood treads. 

A "wooden tenement " is a tenement of which the exterior walls or a portion thereof 
are of wood. Wooden buildings covered with metal, plaster, terra cotta, or veneered 
with masonry are wooden structures. 

For the purpose of this act the greatest horizontal linear dimension of any building 
shall be its length and the next greatest horizontal linear dimension its width. 
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The height of buildings shall be measured from the curb level at the center of the 
main front of the building to the top of the highest point of the roof beams in case 
of flat roofs, and for high-pitched roofs the average height of the gable shall be taken 
as the highest point of the building. 

For a building erected upon a street CQrner, the measurements shall be taken from 
the curb level opposite the center of either front. 

When the ground upon which the walls of a structure are built is above the street 
level, the average level for the ground adjoining the walls may be taken instead of 
the curb level for the height of such structure. 

Sec. 3. A building not erected for use as a tenement house, if hereafter altered or 
converted to such use, shall thereupon become subject to all of the provisions of this 
act affecting tenement houses hereafter erected. 

Sec 4. No tenement house shall at any time be altered so as to be in violation of any 
provision of this act. If any tenement house or any part thereof be erected, altered, or 
occupied contrary to law, such tenement house shall be deemed an unlawful struc- 
ture, and the department of health or the department charged with the enforcement of 
this act may cause such building to be vacated, and such building shall not again be 
occupied until it or its occupation, as the case may be, has been made to conform 
with the law. 

Sec 5. No tenement house hereafter erected shall occupy more than 90 per cent of 
a corner lot or more than 75 per cent of any other lot, except as otherwise provided in 
this act: Provided, That the space occupied by open iron fire escapes erected and 
constructed according to law shall not be deemed a part of the lot occupied, but that 
the space occupied by fireproof stairs, and by vent shafts 32 square feet or less in area, 
shall be considered as part of the lot occupied. For the purposes of this section the 
measurements may be taken at the level of the second tier of beams (the second 
floor level), except where rooms on the ground floor are to be used for sleeping apart- 
ments. 

Sec C. By corner lot is meant a lot situated at the junction of two streets, or of a 
street and public alley or other public thoroughfare or public park, not less than 16 
feet in width. Any portion of the width of such lot distant more than 50 feet from 
such junction shall not be regarded as part of a corner lot, but shall be subject to the 
provisions of this act respecting other than corner lots. "Where, in any corner lot, 
the two frontages are of unequal length, either street frontage may be taken as the 
width of the lot. Street frontage alone and not alley frontage shall be considered in 
determining such lesser frontage. 

Sec 7. The height of no tenement house hereafter erected shall by more than one- 
half exceed the width of the widest street upon which it stands. 

Sec 8. Behind every tenement house hereafter erected there shall be a yard 
extending across the entire width of the lot and at every point open from the ground 
to the sky, unobstructed, except that open iron fire escapes may project not over 4 
feet from the rear line of the house. The depth of said yard, measured from the ex- 
treme rear wall of the house toward the rear line of the lot, shall be as provided in the 
following sections: 

Sec 9. Except upon a corner lot, as provided in section 10, or upon a lot running 
through from street to street, or street to public alley, or public park, as provided in 
section 11, the depth of the yard behind every tenement house hereafter erected 60 
feet in height shall not be less than 12 feet in every part. Said yard shall be increased 
in depth 2 feet for every additional 12 feet in height of the building or fraction thereof, 
and may be decreased in depth 1 foot for every 12 feet in height of the building less 
than 60 feet; but it shall never be less than 10 feet in depth in every part. 

In the event that two tenement houses or a tenement house and another structure 
of more than one story in height are constructed or erected upon the same lot, then and 
in that event the full yard space as set forth in this section shall be provided for each 
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of such buildings. In no case shall two buildings of more than one story in height 
abut upon the yard of a width as herein provided for a single tenement house. 

To determiue the depth of yard as described in this section, the measurement shall 
be taken of the rear wall of such tenement house abutting on said yard and from the 
top of such wall to the level of the floor of the yard at such rear wall. 

Sec 10. The depth of the yard behind every tenement house hereafter erected 
upon a corner lot shall be not less than 10 feet in every part and at every point open 
and unobstructed from the level of the second tier of beams (the second floor level): 
Provided, That where any such lot is less than 100 feet in depth the depth of the 
yard be not less than 10 per centum of the greatest depth of such lot, but shall never 
be leas than 5 feet in every part, nor less than the minimum width of an outer court 
on the lot lice as prescribed by this act. If rooms on the ground floor are used as 
sleeping apartments, the yard shall be taken from the ground up. When a corner 
lot is more than 50 feet in width, the yard for that portion in excess of 50 feet shall 
conform to the provisions of section 9 of this act. 

Sec. 11. Whenever a tenement house is hereafter erected upon a lot which runs 
through from one street to another street or public alley or public park and said lot 
is not more than 150 feet in depth one-half of the width of the street or alley upon 
which the yard abuts may be included in the depth of the yard required by sections 
9 and 10, but said one-half not to exceed in width the depth of the yard for such 
lot provided in sections 9 and 10: Provided, That on such lot no tenement house 
hereafter erected shall occupy more than 90 per centum of a corner lot or more than 
75 per centum of any other lot. 

One-half the width of the rear street or public alley or public park immediately 
behind said lot may be included in the portion of lot that is left uncovered in com- 
puting the percentage: Provided, That whenever said one-half the width of said rear 
Btreet or public alley or public park equals or exceeds the depth of yard required in 
section 10, if the lot be a corner lot, or in section 9 if the lot be not a corner lot, only 
such portion of such street, or public alley, or public park, may be included in com- 
puting the percentage to be left uncovered as will equal the depth of yard required 
for said lot. 

When one-half the width of such rear street, or public alley, or public park is less 
than the depth of the yard required for such lot by the provisions of sections 9 and 10, 
it may be included in computing the percentage of the lot to remain uncovered. 

If a lot is surrounded upon its four sides by streets or streets and public alleys 20 
feet or more wide or public parks over 24 feet wide, the provisions relating to yards 
in sections 8, 9, 10, and 11 need not be complied with, provided that the tenement 
house to be constructed on such lot does not occupy more than 75 per centum of 
the lot and contains an outer court at least 80 feet deep and of a width twice as great 
as the depth prescribed for yards in section 9, and open to one of the surrounding 
streets, public alleys, or public parks: Provided, That said outer court shall not be 
required to be of a depth which shall leave less than 50 feet between the rear line of 
said court and the line of said lot immediately behind said court. 

Sec. 12. No court or vent shaft of a tenement house hereafter erected shall be cov- 
ered by a roof or skylight, but every such vent shaft or court shall be at every point 
open from at least 2 feet above the floor of the lowest apartment abutting upon such 
vent shaft or court to the sky, unobstructed, except that open iron fire escapes, as 
required by law, or by ordinances or regulations of incorporated towns, incorporated 
cities or cities and counties, may project into the court, but not more than 4 feet from 
the wall of the house. All courts in tenement houses hereafter erected shall conform 
to the requirements of the following sections. 

Except that recesses may be built on the street or yard or a court, provided the 
depth of same is no greater than the width and that their area be not counted in com- 
puting the area of the court. 
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Sec. 13. The outer courts of all tenement houses hereafter erected shall have not 
less than the following minimum widths nor more than the following maximum lengths: 



Building. 


Least 
width. 


Maximum 
length. 




Feet. In. 
4 

4 6 

5 6 

6 
8 

10 
12 


Feet. 

10 




25 




30 




35 




35 




40 




40 







The length of outer courts shall not be more than the maximum lengths given in 
the above table unless 6 inches be added to the minimum widths for each additional 
5 feet or fraction thereof in length. The lot-line outer courts and street to yard courts 
shall have the same minimum width as outer courts but are not governed by the 
provision in this section regarding maximum lengths. 

Sec. 14. The inner courts of all tenement houses hereafter erected shall have areas 
and minimum widths in all parts, not less than the widths and areas as follows: 



Building. 


Area. 


Least 
width. 




Squarefect. 
75 
120 
160 
250 
400 
625 
840 


Feet. 





7 




s 




12 




16 




20 




21 







Provided, That when only the windows of kitchens containing not more than 75 
square feet of floor area or of bathrooms or toilets open or are designed to open upon an 
inner court and said court is entirely open and free from obstruction from the bottom 
hereof to the sky, said court shall have areas and minimum widths in all parts not less 
than the areas and widths specified in the following table: 



Building. 


Area. 


Least 
width. 




Square feet. 
75 
84 
112 
144 
240 
360 
400 


Feet. 
6 








8 




12 




16 




20 




20 







Sec. 15. Lot-line courts in tenement houses hereafter erected shall have areas and 
minimum widths in all parts not less than those specified in the following table: 



Building. 


Area. 

Square feet. 
50 
72 
105 
180 
300 
490 
595 


Le»st 
width. 






Feet. 

4 




6 




7 




9 




12 




14 




17 







14 
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Provided, That when only the windows of kitchens containing not more than 75 
square feet of floor area or of bath rooms or toilets open or are designed to open upon 
a lot-line court and said court is entirely open and free from obstruction from the 
bottom thereof to the sky, said court shall have areas and minimum widths in all parts 
not less than the areas and widths specified in the following table: 



Building. 


Area. 


L«ast 
width. 




Square feet. 
50 
50 
60 
108 
144 
168 
225 


Feet. 
4 




4 




6 




9 




12 




14 




15 







Sec. 16. Every inner court, including lot line courts, shall be provided with one 
or more horizontal air intakes at the bottom. Such intakes shall always communicate 
directly with the street or yard, and shall consist of an unobstructed passageway, not 
less than 3 feet wide and 6 feet 6 inches high, which shall be left open, or if not open 
there shall always be provided in such passageway open grilles and transoms one at 
each end of a size not less than 10 square feet each, and such open grilles or transoms 
shall never be covered with glass or in any other way. In case the court does not go 
down below the second floor level, the intake shall consist of unobstructed open ducts 
having an open interior area of not less than 16 square feet at any point and covered 
at each end with a wire screen of not less than 1-inch mesh. Such duct shall bo so 
arranged as Jo be easily cleaned out. These ducts or intakes must in any case be 
either of fireproof construction or lined with No. 26 galvanized iron on inside. 

Sec. 17. No existing tenement house shall (unless the rear of the lot upon which it 
stands abuts upon a public alley at least 10 feet wide) hereafter to be enlarged or its lot 
be diminished so that there will not be a yard immediately behind said tenement 
house building of the size required by this act for tenement house buildings hereafter 
constructed. Where a tenement house, now or hereafter erected, stands upon a lot, 
other than a comer lot, no other building shall hereafter be placed upon the front or 
rear of that lot, unless the minimum distance between such buildings shall be at least 
10 feet, if neither building exceeds the height of one story; or 12 feet if either building 
exceeds the height of one story, but not the height of two stories, and so on, 2 additional 
feet to be added to such minimum distance of 10 feet for every story more than one in 
the height of the highest building on such lot. Every rear tenement hereafter erected, 
or every tenement that hereafter becomes a rear tenement by the erection of a building 
or buildings on the front of the same lot, shall have direct access to a street, or to a 
public alley at least 16 feet wide, by a passageway not less than 5 feet wide by 7 feet 
high. 

Sec. 18. In every tenement house hereafter erected every room, except water-closet 
compartments and bathrooms, shall have a window or windows of the area required 
by section 19 of this act, opening directly upon the street or upon a yard or a court of 
the dimensions specified in sections 8 to 16 of this act, and such windows shall be 
located so as to properly light all portions of such rooms. 

Sec 19. In every tenement house hereafter erected, the total window area of each 
room within each apartment, except water-closet compartments and bathrooms, shall 
be at least one-eighth of the superficial area of the room, except in the cellar or base- 
ment, where it shall be one-sixth, and the upper half of all windows shall be made so 
as to open the full width. The total window area of any such room shall never be less 
than 12 square feet, measured to outside of sash. 
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Sec. 20. In every tenement house hereafter erected all rooms, except water-closet 
compartments and bathrooms, shall be of the following dimensions: In each apartment 
there shall be at least one room containing not less than 120 square feet of floor area, 
and each other room shall contain at least 90 square feet of floor area. Each room 
shall be in every part not less than 9 feet from the finish floor to the finished ceiling: 
Provided, That an attic room need be but 9 feet high in but half its area. Except that 
small closets, and water-closet compartments, and bathrooms may be not less than 7 
feet 6 inches in height and except that kitchens or pantries may bo less than 90 square 
feet of area; provided that same are not occupied or intended or designed to be 
occupied as bedrooms. 

Sec 21. In every tenement house hereafter erected an alcove in any room shall 
be separately lighted and ventilated and must conform to all the requirements of 
other rooms, and shall not be less than 90 square feet in area. No part of any room 
in a tenement house hereafter erected shall be inclosed or subdivided at any time, 
wholly or in part, by a curtain or portiere, fixed or movable partition, or other con- 
trivance or device, unless such part of the room so inclosed or subdivided shall contain 
a separate window as herein required, and shall have a floor area of not less than 90 
square feet: Provided, however, That closets or alcoves of not more than 25 square 
feet floor area do not come within the provisions of this section: Provided further, 
That it shall be unlawful to do any cooking or prepare any food in closets or alcoves 
unless they conform to all the provisions of sections 18 and 19 of this act relative to 
windows. 

Sec 22. In every tenement house which is hereafter erected, which is occupied 
or arranged to be occupied by more than two families on any floor, or which exceeds 
four stories and cellar in height, every public hall or stair hall shall have at least one 
window at each floor opening directly upon the street or upon a yard or court, except 
as otherwise provided in this section. Any part of a hall divided off from any other 
part of said hall by a door or doors shall be deemed a separate hall within the meaning 
of this section; and if no window from such hall opens directly upon a street or uponl 
a yard or court, there shall be a skylight over each such public hall with louvres and 
at least 20 square feet of glass area over buildings two stories in height. The area of 
glass in such skylight shall be increased at a ratio of 6 square feet for each additional 
story in height of the building, and a stair well be provided. The clear open area 
of such stair well at each floor to be equal to one-third of the area of the glass in such 
skylight, and all doors leading from such public halls shall be provided with translu- 
cent glass panel of an area of not less than 5 square feet for each door and also with 
fixed transom of translucent glass over each door: Provided, That in a stair hall that 
does not have a window opening directly upon a street or upon a yard or court in 
lieu of such window a skylight with louvres and at least 20 square feet of glass area 
shall be constructed in the roof over such stairway. 

Sec 23. In every tenement house hereafter erected, one at least of the windows 
provided to light each public hall or part thereof shall have an area of at least 12 
square feet measured to outside of sash. 

Sec. 24. In every tenement house hereafter erected, the windows required by law 
on each floor to light or ventilate stair halls, shall be at least 15 square feet of area 
measured to outside of sash. Sash doors in entrance halls and public halls shall be 
deemed the equivalent of a window for lighting purposes, provided that such doors 
contain the amount of glazed surface prescribed for windows. 

Sec 25. Every vent shaft hereafter constructed in a tenement house shall be at 
least 16 square feet in area, and the least dimension of such vent shaft shall be at least 
4 feet; and, if such vent shaft is above 50 feet in height, measured from the bottom to 
the top of said shaft, such vent shaft shall throughout its entire height be increased 
in area 3 square feet for each addition of 12 feet or fraction thereof above 50 feet. 
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Every such vent shaft shall be constructed of fireproof materials or shall be covered 
on the outside (weather side) with metal and on the inside (room side) with metal lath 
and plaster, excepting that portion of such vent shaft extending from the ceiling of 
the topmost story of the building may be covered with metal on both sides in lieu of 
metal lath and plaster. 

Every such vent shaft shall be provided with an air intake or duct at the bottom, 
communicating with the street or yard or a court; such air intake shall be 3 square feet 
in total area; such air intake may be divided into not more than three separate ducts 
running between the joists or otherwise, and shall in all cases be placed as nearly 
horizontal as possible. Such ducts shall be constructed of fireproof material and shall 
enter the shaft at or near the bottom thereof, and shall be provided with a wire screen 
of not more than 1-inch mesh at each end. Plumbing, gas, steam, or other similar 
pipes may be placed in a vent shaft. 

Sec. 26. In every apartment of four or more rooms in a tenement house hereafter 
erected, access to every living room and bedroom and to at least one water-closet 
compartment shall be had without passing through any bedroom. 

Sec. 27. In no tenement house hereafter erected shall any room in the cellar be 
constructed, altered, converted, or occupied for living purposes; and no room in the 
basement of a tenement house shall be constructed, altered, converted, or occupied 
for living purposes unless all of the following conditions of this act be complied with, 
and at least two-thirds of the basement shall be above grade for building: Provided, 
In each case of each such room the ceiling shall be at least 7 feet above the adjoining 
street grades and actual ground levels. 

(1) Such rooms shall be at least 9 feet in every part from the floor to the ceiling. 

(2) There shall be appurtenant to such room or apartment a water-closet conform- 
ing to the regulations and ordinances relating to water-closets of the incorporated 
town, incorporated city, or city and county in which the tenement house is or is to be 
built. 

Sec. 28. If the basement of any tenement house hereafter erected is used or designed 
to be used for living purposes it shall have all walls below the ground level and all 
cellar or lower floors damp proofed and waterproofed. When necessary to make such 
floors and walls damp proof and waterproof, the damp proofing and waterproofing 
shall run through the walls as high as the ground level and continue throughout the 
floor. All cellars and basements in such tenement houses shall be properly lighted 
and ventilated to the satisfaction of the department charged with the enforcement 
of this act. 

Sec 29. In every tenement house hereafter erected the bottom of all shafts, courts, 
areas, and yards which extend to the basement for bight or ventilation of living rooms, 
shall not be more than 2 feet above the floor of the lowest apartment abutting on 
such court, shaft, area, or yard. In every tenement house all shafts, courts, areas, 
and yards shall be properly graded and drained and connected with the street or 
sewer so that all water may pass freely through into it, and when required by the 
department charged with the enforcement of this act shall be properly concreted. 

Sec 30. In every tenement house hereafter erected there shall be in each apart- 
ment a proper sink with running water. 

Sec 31. In every tenement house hereafter erected there shall be a separate water- 
closet in a separate compartment within each apartment, and one shower bath or bath- 
tub in a separate compartment shall be provided on each floor for every 10 rooms or 
fraction thereof and arranged so that one bathtub or shower is accessible to each 
apartment: Provided, That where there are apartments consisting of but one or two 
rooms there may be one water-closet compartment for every two such apartments 
accessible from each such apartment through the public hall, and not more than 20 
feet distant from an entrance of each such apartment. 
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Each compartment shall not be less than 2 feet 4 inches wide and shall be inclosed 
with plastered partitions which shall extend to the ceiling. 

Every such water-closet compartment shall have a window or windows of at least 
6 square feet total area opening directly upon a vent shaft, court, street, or yard. 

However, a bathtub or shower may be placed in a separate water-closet compart- 
ment where neither bathtub or shower or water-closet are to be used by more than 
one apartment. 

Every water-closet compartment shall be provided with proper means for lighting 
same by night. 

The floor of every such water-closet compartment shall be made waterproof with 
asphalt, tile, cement, or some other nonabsorbent waterproof material, which shall 
be satisfactory to the department charged with the enforcement of this act. 

Sec 32. No wooden tenement house shall hereafter be erected which shall contain 
more than 150 rooms exclusive of bathrooms. 

Sec. 33. No wooden tenement house exceeding three stories in height, exclusive 
of cellar, shall hereafter be erected. However, the building may step up or down to 
follow the grade, provided no part of the said building is over three stories in height: 
Provided, however, That a wooden tenement containing a basement or a full first story 
the floor of which is not below the level of the curb may, where such basement or story 
is not used or designed to be used for living purposes, be constructed with not more 
than three stories of living apartments above such basement or such first story: And 
provided, further, That when three stories of living apartments are constructed or 
designed to be constructed or occupied above such first story or basement of a wooden 
tenement such first story or basement shall not be of such height as to have more than 
14 feet or less than 9 feet between the finished floor and finished ceiling. 

Where such wooden tenement contains three stories designed for living purpose, 
no stores shall be placed therein. 

"Whenever in a wooden tenement three stories of apartments designed for living 
purposes are constructed above such last-mentioned basement or story, such basement 
or story may contain reception or amusement rooms, not to exceed five in number, 
which shall be for the use of the tenants of the building and are not to be used for 
commercial purposes, and shall not contain apartments used or designed to be used 
for living purposes. 

Every tenement house may contain not to exceed five such reception or amusement 
rooms for the use of the tenants of the building and not to be used for commercial 
purposes. Every reception or amusement room shall have a minimum floor area of 
not less than 150 square feet and a minimum width of not less than 10 feet and shall 
have a window or windows therein, opening upon a street or public alley, or other 
public thoroughfare or public park, or court or yard, as follows: 

When such room contains not more than 180 square feet of floor area the window 
area, if said room is not a basement room, shall be not less than one-eighth the super- 
ficial area of said room, and if located in a basement shall be not less than one-sixth 
the superficial area of such room, and the upper half of the windows shall be made so 
as to open the full width. 

No reception or amusement room containing more than 180 square feet of floor area 
shall have a lesser window area than that provided for such rooms containing 180 
square feet of floor area. 

No such reception or amusement room shall be used for lodgings, sleeping apart- 
ments, or family domicile. 

Whenever such reception or amusement rooms are placed in a wooden tenement 
building or in a tenement which is not a wooden tenement, the story or basement in 
which such rooms are located shall have a minimum height between the finished 
floor and finished ceiling of not less than 9 feet. 
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No wooden tenement shall contain more than three stories used or designed to be 
used for living purposes and a basement containing living apartments shall be counted 
as a story in determining the number of stories of a tenement house. Such tenement 
house may step up or down to follow the grade. 

Sec. 34. A nonfireproof tenement house may be built four stories in height, provided 
the exterior walls are all of brick or stone or concrete and all other municipal require- 
ments for this class of buildings are complied with. If in addition to above require- 
ments all joists, girders, studding, furring, and the soffits of stairs be lathed with metal 
lath and plastered, such tenement houses may be built not to exceed six stories, pro- 
vided the height limits imposed by municipal ordinance for all buildings of this 
particular class be not exceeded. A cellar is not a story within the meaning of this 
section. However, the building may step up or down to follow the grade, provided 
that no part of said building exceeds the number of stories provided for in this section. 

Sec. 35. Every tenement house hereafter erected exceeding six stories or parts of 
stories in height (above the curb) shall be a fireproof tenement house. A cellar is not 
a story within the meaning of this section. 

Sec. 36. Every tenement house shall be provided and equipped with standpipes and 
with metallic fire escapes, combined with suitable metallic balconies, platforms, and 
railings, as provided for or which shall be provided for by the ordinances of the incor- 
porated town, incorporated city or city and county in which the tenement house is 
situated. No incumbrance of any kind shall at any time be placed before, upon, or 
against any stairway, steps or landings, or fire escapes in or upon any tenement house. 
All fire escapes upon tenement houses shall be kept in good order and repair and every 
exposed part thereof shall at all times bo protected against rust by durable paint. 

Sec. 37. Every tenement house hereafter erected more than two stories in height 
shall have a stairway not less than 3 feet in width leading to an opening onto the roof 
and provided with a penthouse over such a stairway (such penthouse to be constructed 
on the inside and ceiling of the same materials as required in this section for the walls 
inclosing stairway and provided with a door). Such stairway shall be provided with 
proper handrail and be inclosed with walls of fireproof materials or wood studs lathed 
on the stair side with metal lath and plaster, or such wood studs may be covered 
with metal in lieu of metal lath and plaster. Any door opening from such stairway 
to the roof space shall be covered on the stair side with metal. The soffits of all 
such stairs shall be covered with metal or metal lath plastered. 

Sec. 38. Every tenement house hereafter erected more than two stories in height 
shall have at least one flight of stairs extending from the entrance floor to the roof, and 
the stairs and public halls therein shall be at least 3 feet wide in the clear, and every 
nonfireproof tenement house containing not more than 50 rooms shall have a secondary 
flight of stairs running from the top floor down to the second floor and not less than 2 
feet 6 inches wide. A fire escape may take the place of this second stairway, provided 
said fire escape connects directly with a public hallway or is accessible to each apart- 
ment. 

Sec. 39. Every nonfireproof tenement house hereafter erected containing over 50 
rooms, exclusive of bathrooms, above the entrance story shall also have an additional 
flight of stairs for every additional 80 rooms or fraction thereof; if said house contains 
not more than 100 rooms above the entrance story, in lieu of an additional stairway the 
stairs, stair halls, and entrance halls throughout the entire building shall be at least 
one-half wider than is specified in sections 38 and 42 of this act. However, where an 
additional flight of stairs is added in accordance with the provisions of this section, the 
secondary stairway required in section 38 may be omitted. 

Sec. 40. Every fireproof tenement house hereafter erected containing over 120 rooms 
above the entrance story, exclusive of bathrooms, shall have an additional flight of 
stairs for every additional 120 rooms or fraction thereof; but if said house contains not 
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more than 180 rooms above the entrance story, exclusive of bathrooms, in lieu of an 
additional stairway the stairs, stair halls, and entrance halls throughout the entire 
building may each be at least one-half wider than is specified in sections 38 and 42 of 
this act; and if such house contains not more than 300 rooms above entrance story, 
exclusive of bathrooms, in lieu of four stairways there may be but three stairways, 
provided that one of such stairways and the stair halls and entrance halls connected 
therewith are at least one-half wider than is specified in sections 38 and 42 of this act. 

Sec. 41. Each flight of stairs mentioned in the last two sections shall have an en- 
trance on the entrance floor from the street or street court, or from an inner court which 
connects directly with the street. All stairs shall be constructed with a rise of not 
more than 8 inches, and with treads not less than 9 inches wide, exclusive of nosings. 
Where winders are used all treads at a point 18 inches from the strings on the wall side 
shall be at least 10 inches wide. 

Sec. 42. Every entrance hall in a tenement house hereafter erected shall " e at least 
3 feet 6 inches in the clear from the entrance up to and including the stair inclosure, 
and beyond this point 3 feet wide in the clear. In every tenement house hereafter 
erected, access shall be had from the street to the yard, either in a direct line or through 
a court. 

Sec 43. In nonfireproof tenement houses hereafter erected no closet of any kind 
shall be constructed under any stairway leading from the first story exclusive of the 
cellar, to the upper stories, but such space shall be left entirely open and kept clear 
and free from incumbrance. 

Sec. 44. In every tenement house hereafter erected there shall be an entrance to the 
cellar or other lowest story from the outside of said building. 

Sec 45. No tenement house shall be increased in height or its lot decreased. so that 
its yard shall be diminished to less than is required by sections 8 to 11 inclusive of this 
act, or so that a greater percentage of the lot shall be occupied by buildings or struc- 
tures than provided for in section 5 of this act. For the purpose of this section, the 
measurements for computing the percentage of lot to be occupied may be taken at the 
level of the second tier of beams, the second floor level, except in tenement houses 
where rooms on the ground floor are to be occupied as sleeping apartments: Provided, 
That the space occtipied by open iron fire escapes and by chimneys or flues located in 
yards and attached to the house, which do not exceed 5 square feet in area and do not 
obstruct the light or ventilation, shall not be deemed part of the lot occupied. 

Sec 46. No tenement house shall be increased in height so that said building shall 
exceed in height by more than one-half the width of the widest street on which it 
stands. 

Sec. 47. Any shaft or court used or intended to be used to light or ventilate rooms 
intended to be used for living purposes, and which may hereafter be placed in tene- 
ment houses erected prior to the passage of this act, shall not be less in area than 25 
square feet, or less than 4 feet in width in any part, and such shaft shall under no cir- 
cumstances be roofed or covered over at the top with a roof or skylight. 

Sec. 48. Any additional room or hall that is hereafter constructed or created in a 
tenement house shall comply in all respects with the provisions of this act applicable 
to tenement houses to be erected hereafter, except that such rooms may be the same 
height as the other rooms of the same story of the house. 

Sec 49. No tenement house shall be so altered that any room or public hall or stairs 
shall have its light or ventilation diminished in any way not approved by the health 
department or other department designated by municipal ordinance for that purpose. 

Sec 50. No part of any room in any tenement house shall hereafter be inclosed or 
subdivided, wholly or in part, by a curtain, portiere, fixed or movable partition, or 
other contrivance or device, unless such part of the room so inclosed or subdivided 
shall contain a window as required by section 18 of this act, and have a floor area of 
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not less than 90 square feet: Provided, however, That closets or alcoves of not more 
than 25 square feet in area do not come within the provisions of this section. 

Sec. 51. Every new water-closet hereafter placed in a tenement house, except one 
provided to replace a defective or antiquated fixture in the same location, shall comply 
with the provisions of section 31 of this act relative to water-closete in tenement 
houses hereafter erected. 

Sec. 52. No existing wooden tenement house shall hereafter he increased in size so 
as to contain more than 150 rooms exclusive of bathrooms. 

Sec. 53. No wooden tenement house shall be increased in height so as to exceed 
three stories exclusive of the cellar. However, the building may step up or down to 
follow the grade, provided no part of said building is over three stories in height. 

Sec. 54. A nonfireproof tenement house may hereafter be altered to be four stories 
in height, provided the exterior walls are all of brick or stone or concrete and all other 
municipal requirements for this class of buildings are complied with. If in addition 
to the above requirements all joists, girders, studding, furring, and the soffits of stairs 
be lathed with metal lath and plastered, such tenement houses may be built not to 
exceed six stories, provided the height limits imposed by municipal ordinances for 
all buildings of this particular class be not exceeded. A cellar is not a story within 
the meaning of this section. However, the building may step up or down to follow 
the grade, provided no part of the said building exceeds the number of stories pro- 
vided for in this section. 

Sec 55. No tenement house shall hereafter be altered to exceed six stories or parts 
of stories in height unless it is a fireproof tenement house . A cellar is not a story within 
the meaning of this section. 

Sec 56. No stairs leading to the roof in any tenement house shall be removed or 
replaced with a ladder, unless a new stairway is built in conformity with requirements 
of section 37. 

Sec 57. No public hall or stairs in a tenement house shall be reduced in width so as 
to be less than the minimum width prescribed in sections 38 and 42 of this act. 

Sec 58. In every tenement house containing 15 rooms or more, where the public 
halls and stairs are not in the opinion of the health department or other department 
designated by municipal ordinance for that purpose, sufficiently lighted, the owner 
of such house shall keep a proper light burning in the hallway near the stairs upon 
each floor from sunrise to sunset. 

Sec 59. In every tenement house containing 15 rooms or more, a proper light 
shall be kept burning by the owner in the public hallways, near the stairs, upon the 
entrance floor, and upon the second floor above the entrance floor of said house, every 
night from sunset to sunrise throughout the year, and upon all other floors of the said 
house from sunset until 10 o'clock in the evening. 

Sec. 60. No water-closets shall be maintained in the cellar of any tenement house 
without a special permit in writing from the health department, or other department 
designated by municipal ordinance for that purpose, which shall have power to make 
rules and regulations governing the maintenance of such closets. 

Sec 61. In every tenement house existing prior to the passage of this act at least 
one water-closet shall be provided for every two families: Provided, however, That the 
health department or other department designated by municipal ordinance for that 
purpose may exempt any tenement house existing prior to the passage of this act from 
the provision in this section above contained, whenever, in the judgment of said 
department, it would not be detrimental to the health of the occupants of said tene- 
ment house and the written permit be signed by an officer of said department author- 
ized so to do and filed in said department as a part of its records: Provided further, 
That the above exemption shall not apply to extensions of or additions to tenement 
houses existing prior to the passage of this act. 
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Sec. 62. In no now existing tenement house shall any room in the cellar be con- 
structed, altered, converted, or occupied for living purposes; and no room in the 
basement of a tenement house shall be constructed, altered, or converted to be occu- 
pied for living purposes, unless all of the following conditions of this act be complied 
with, and at least two-thirds of the basement shall be above grade for building: Pro- 
vided, In each case it shall be at least 7 feet above the street grade and actual ground 
level. Such rooms shall be at least 8 feet 6 inches high in all now existing tenement 
houses in every part, from the floor to the ceiling. There shall be appurtenant to 
such room or apartment a water-closet conforming to the regulations and ordinances 
relating to water-closets of the incorporated town, incorporated city, or city and 
county in which the tenement house is or is to be built. All walls shall be damp- 
proofed, and there shall be an open area way extending to bottom of basement floor 
and running clear across outside of at least one room in each apartment. 

Sec. 63. In all tenement houses the floor and wall surfaces beneath and around all 
water-closets and sinks shall be maintained in good order and repair, and if of wood 
shall be kept well painted with light-colored paint. 

Sec. 64. The owner of every tenement house shall see that such house and all parts 
thereof shall be kept in good order and the roof shall be kept so as not to leak, and 
all rain water shall be so drained and conveyed therefrom as to prevent its dripping 
on the ground or causing dampness in the walls, ceilings, yards, or areas. 

Sec 65. The owner of every tenement house shall see that such house and every 
part thereof shall be kept clean and free from any accumulation of dirt, filth, or gar- 
bage, or other matter in or on the same, or in the yards, courts, passages, areas, or alleys 
connected or belonging to the same. 

Sec 66. The walls of all yard courts, inner courts, and shafts, unless built of light- 
colored brick or stone, shall be thoroughly whitewashed by the owner, lessee, or 
tennant, or shall be painted a light color and so maintained. 

Sec. 67. In all tenement houses, the health department or other department des- 
ignated by municipal ordinance for that purpose may require the walls and ceilings 
■of every room that does not open directly on the street to be kalsomined white or 
painted with white paint when necessary to improve the lighting of such rooms, 
and may require this to be renewed as often as may be necessary. 

Sec 68. No wall paper shall be placed upon a wall or ceiling of any tenement house 
unless all wall paper shall be first removed therefrom and said wall and ceiling thor- 
oughly cleaned. 

Sec. 69. The owner of every tenement house shall provide for said building proper 
and suitable conveniences or receptacles for ashes, rubbish, garbage, refuse, and other 
matter. 

Sec 70. No horse, cow, calf, swine, goat, rabbit, or sheep, chickens or poultry 
shall be kept in a tenement house, or within 20 feet thereof on the same lot, and no 
tenement house or the lot or premises thereof shall be used for a lodging house or 
stable or for the storage or handling of rags. 

Sec 71. Whenever there shall be more than eight families living in any tenement 
house, in which the owner does not reside, there shall be a janitor, housekeeper, or 
some responsible person who shall reside in said house and have charge of same, aa 
the department charged with the enforcement of this act shall so require. 

Sec 72. No room in any tenement house shall be so overcrowded that there shall 
be afforded less than 400 cubic feet of air to each person occupying such room. 

Sec 73. No tenement house or any part thereof, nor of the lot upon which it ia 
situated, shall be used as a place of storage, keeping or handling of any combustible 
article, except under such conditions as may be prescribed by the department of any 
incorporated town, incorporated city, or city and county to which this act applies, 
which are charged with the enforcement of laws, ordinances, or regulations relating 



January 28, 1910 208 

to the erection of buildings, the protection of public health, and police and fire pro- 
tection. No tenement house nor any part thereof, nor of the lot upon which it is 
situated, shall be used as a place of storage, keeping or handling of any article dan- 
gerous or detrimental to life or health, nor for the storage, keeping, or handling of 
feed, hay, straw, excelsior, cotton, paper stock, feathers, or rags. 

Sec. 74. No bakery and no place of business in which fat is boiled shall be main- 
tained in any tenement house which is not fireproof throughout, unless the ceilings 
and side walls of said bakery or place where fat boiling is done are made safe by 
fireproof materials around the same, and there shall be no openings, either by door or 
window, dumb-waiter shafts, or otherwise, between said bakery or said place where 
fat is boiled in any tenement house and the other parts of said building. 

Sec. 75. All transoms and windows opening into halls from any portion of a tene- 
ment house where paint, oil, spirituous liquors, or drugs are stored for the purpose of 
sale or otherwise, shall be glazed with wire glass or they shall be removed and closed 
up as solidly as the rest of the wall. And all doors leading into such hall from such 
portion shall be made fireproof. 

Sec. 76. All scuttles and penthouses and all stairs or ladders leading thereto shall 
be easily accessible to all tenants of the building, and kept free from incumbrance 
and ready for use at all times. No scuttle and no penthouse door shall at any time 
be locked with a key, but either may be fastened on the inside by movable bolts or 
hooks. 

Sec 77. No room in a tenement house erected prior to the passage of this act shall 
hereafter be occupied for sleeping purposes unless it shall have a window opening 
directly upon the street, or upon a yard not less than 10 feet deep, or above the roof 
of an adjoining building, or upon a court of not less than 20 square feet in area, open 
to the sky without roof or skylight, unless such room is located on the top floor and is 
adequately lighted and ventilated by a skylight opening directly to the outer air, or 
is on the top floor and has a window opening upon a court not less than 10 square feet 
in area and not more than 3 feet below the top of the walls of said court. Every room 
in such tenement house, regardless of the use thereof, shall comply with the above 
provisions; or, if the room be not used for sleeping purposes, shall be provided with 
a sash window, opening into an adjoining room in the same apartment, which latter 
room either opens directly on the street or on a yard of the above dimensions. Said 
sash window shall be a vertically sliding-pulley hung sash not less than 3 feet by 5 
feet between stop beads; both halves shall be made so as to readily open, and shall be 
glazed with translucent glass, and so far as possible it shall be in line with windows 
in outer rooms opening on the street or yard as to afford a maximum of light and 
ventilation. 

Sec 78. In all now existing tenement houses whenever a public hall on any floor 
is not light enough in the day time to permit a person to read in every part thereof 
without the aid of artificial light, the wooden panels in the doors located at the ends 
of the public halls and opening into rooms shall be removed and ground glass or other 
translucent glass or wire glass panels of an aggregate area of not less than 4 square 
feet for each door shall be substituted; or said public hall may be lighted by a window 
at the end thereof with the plane of the window at right angles to the axis of said 
hall, said window opening upon the street or upon a yard or court. 

Sec. 79. In all now existing tenement houses, the woodwork inclosing all water- 
closets shall be removed from the front of said closets and the space underneath the 
seat shall be left open. The floor and other surface beneath and around the closet 
shall be maintained in good order and repair and if of wood shall be kept well painted 
with light colored paint. 

Sec 80. In all now existing tenement houses the woodwork inclosing sinks or 
lavatories located in rooms, located in public halls or stairs shall be removed, and 
the space underneath sink or lavatory shall be left open. The floors and wall sur- 
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faces beneath and around the sink or lavatory shall be maintained in good order and 
repair and if of wood shall be well painted. 

Sec. 81. In all now existing tenement houses there shall be at the bottom of every 
shaft or inner court a door or window giving sufficient access to each shaft or court to 
enable it to be properly cleaned out. 

Sec. 82. In all tenement houses erected prior to the passage of this act, where a 
connection with a sewer is possible, all school sinks, privy vaults, or other similar 
receptacles used to receive fecal matter, urine, or sewage, shall be completely removed 
and the place where they are located properly disinfected under the direction of the 
health department or other department designated by municipal ordinance for that 
purpose. Such appliances shall be replaced by individual water-closets of durable 
nonabsorbent material, properly sewer connected, and with individual traps, and 
properly connected flush tanks providing an ample flush of water to thoroughly cleanse 
the bowl. Each water-closet shall be located in a compartment completely separated 
from every other water-closet, and such compartment shall contain a window of not 
less than 3 square feet in area opening directly to the street, or yard, or on a court of 
the minimum size prescribed in section 25 of this act. The floors of the water-closet 
compartment shall be waterproof as provided in section 31 of this act. Where water- 
closets are placed in the yard to replace school sinks or privy vaults, the structure 
containing the water-closets shall not exceed 10 feet in height; such structure shall be 
provided with a ventilating skylight in the roof, of adequate size, and each water- 
closet shall be located in a compartment separated completely from every other water- 
closet. Proper and adequate means for lighting the structure at night shall be pro- 
vided. There shall be provided at least one water-closet for every two families in 
every tenement house existing on the day this act takes effect, subject to the provisions 
of section 61 of this act. Except as in this section otherwise provided, such water- 
closets and all plumbing in connection therewith shall be in accordance with the 
ordinances and regulations in relation to plumbing and drainage. 

Sec. 83. Every tenement house of more than two stories in height erected prior to 
the passage of this act, shall have in the roof a penthouse or a scuttle which shall not 
be less than 21 by 28 inches, and located in the ceiling of a public hall. All scuttles 
shall be covered on the outside with metal and shall be provided with stairs or sta- 
tionary ladders leading thereto and easily accessible to all tenants of the building. No 
scuttle and no bulkhead door shall at any time be locked with a key, but either may 
be fastened on the inside by movable bolts or locks. All key locks on scuttles and on 
penthouse doors shall be removed. 

Sec 84. Before the construction or alteration of a tenement house or the alteration 
or conversion of a building for the use of a tenement house is commenced, and before 
the construction or alteration of any building or structure on the same lot with a tene- 
ment house, the owner or his agent or architect shall submit to the health department 
or other department designated for that purpose by ordinance of the municipality in 
which said work is contemplated, a detailed statement in writing, verified by the 
affidavit of the person making the same, of the construction of such tenement house or 
building or of such alterations proposed to be made to the said tenement house or 
building, upon blanks or forms to be furnished by such department. Also a full and 
complete copy of the plans and specifications of the tenement house or building pro- 
posed to be erected or altered, as the case may be, together with a plan of the lot on 
which such building is proposed to be erected or altered or such portion of the lot as 
will be set aside exclusively for and under the control of the said tenement house 
building. Such statement shall give in full the name and residence by street and 
number of the owner or owners of such tenement house or building. Also the name 
and business address by street and number of the architect and the contractor. Said 
affidavit shall allege that said plans, specifications, and lot plan are true and contain 
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a correct description of such tenement house, building lot, structure, and proposed 
work. The statements and affidavits herein provided for may be made by the owner 
or his agent or architect. No person, however, shall be recognized as the agent of the 
owner unless he shall file with said department an affidavit alleging that he is author- 
ized by the said owner to act for him and to sign the required affidavit. Any false 
swearing in a material point in such affidavit shall be deemed perjury. Such plans, 
specifications, and statements shall be filed in said department and shall be deemed 
public records. 

Said department charged with the enforcement of this act shall cause all such 
plans and specifications to be examined and if such plans and specifications conform 
to the provisions of this act shall issue a written certificate to that effect to the person 
submitting the same. Such certificate shall state that "Tenement house act has been 
complied with." Said department may from time to time approve changes in any 
plans or specifications previously approved by it; provided, plans and specifications 
when so changed shall be in conformity with the provisions of this act. Said depart- 
ment shall have power to revoke or cancel any permit or approval that has been 
previously issued in case of any failure or neglect to comply with any of the provisions 
of this act or in case any false statement or misrepresentation is made in any of the 
said plans, specifications or statements submitted or filed for such permit or approval. 
The construction, alteration, or conversion of such tenement house, building, or 
structure or any part thereof, shall not be commenced until the filing of such specifi- 
cations, plans, and statements, and the approval thereof, as above provided. The 
construction, alteration, or conversion of such house, building, or structure, shall be 
in accordance with such approved specifications and plans. When the original plana 
are filed a copy shall be presented to the department with which the plans are filed 
and when the permit to construct or alter is issued said copy shall be certified thereon 
by said department as a true copy of said plans and delivered to the person applying 
for said permit and shall be kept upon the premises upon which the tenement house 
or building is to be constructed or altered from the commencement of the work thereon 
to the final completion of the construction or alteration and be subject to inspection 
at all times by all proper authorities. 

A copy of all changes or alterations in the original plans duly authorized shall also 
be kept upon the premises or said changes or alterations shall be noted upon the 
original copy so issued and certified by the department with which the original plans 
were filed. The department charged with the enforcement of this act may, at its 
discretion, issue a permit in case of nominal alterations and repairs, when application 
is made therefor in writing by the owner, his agent, or architect, when the making of 
said nominal alterations and repairs do not affect any structural feature, light, or sani- 
tation of a tenement house building, without requiring the filing of plans, specifica- 
tions, or lot plan. Any permit or approval which may be issued by said department 
but under which no work has been done within 90 days from the date of issuance of 
such permit or approval or where work has been suspended for a period of 90 days 
shall expire by limitation, and a new permit shall bo obtained before the work may 
be prosecuted. 

Sec. 85. Upon the completion of the construction or alteration of a tenement house 
or alteration of a building into a tenement house and the making of a written applica- 
tion therefor by the owner, his agent, architect, or contractor to the health department 
or other department designated by municipal ordinance to enforce the provisions 
of this act regarding actual construction or alteration of a tenement house or building, 
said department, if said building at the date of such application is entitled thereto, 
shall, within 10 days from the date of application, issue a certificate that the tenement 
house or building or alteration thereof is completed in conformity with the tenement 
house act, which certificate shall be entitled "Certificate of final completion," and 
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upon presentation of said certificate to the department of health of the incorporated 
town, incorporated city, or city and county in which the building is located and 
filing the same with such department, the department of health shall issue a permit 
to occupy such tenement house, which last mentioned permit shall be entitled "Permit 
of occupancy upon completion of construction." 

Said certificate and said permit shall each be made in duplicate and one copy of 
each shall remain on file in the department issuing it. 

No tenement house shall be occupied in whole or in part for hitman habitation 
until the issuance of the said "Certificate of final completion" and of said "Permit 
of occupancy upon completion of construction." 

Sec. 86. If any building hereafter constructed as or altered into a tenement house 
be occupied in whole or in part for human habitation in violation of the last section 
during such unlawful occupancy, said premises shall be deemed unfit for human 
habitation and the department of health or other department charged with the enforce- 
ment of this act may cause them to be vacated accordingly. 

Sec. 87. Except as herein otherwise provided, the provisions of this act shall 
be enforced by the departments of any incorporated town, incorporated city, or city 
and county to which this act applies, which are charged with the enforcement of 
laws, ordinances, and regulations relating to the protection of public health and the 
erection of buildings. 

By the term "department of health" used in this act is meant any department, 
portion, or part of the government of any incorporated town, incorporated city, 
or city and county to which this act applies which is charged with the enforcement 
of laws, ordinances, and regulations relating to the protection of public health. 

Sec. 88. The department of health or other department charged with the enforce- 
ment of this act in any incorporated town, incorporated city, or city and county 
to which this act applies, and the officers and agents of such departments shall have 
the right and it shall be its and their duty to enter into tenement houses and build- 
ings within the said municipal corporation for the purpose of inspecting such houses 
and buildings to secure compliance with the provisions of this act and to prevent 
violations thereof. 

Inspectors of the commission of immigration and housing shall have the authority 
and the right to enter into all buildings within the State to which the provisions of 
this act apply for the purpose of inspecting such buildings to secure compliance 
with the provisions of this act and to prevent violations thereof. 

Sec. 89. Nothing in this act shall be construed to abrogate or impair the powers 
of the department of health, the department of public works, or of the courts to 
enforce any provisions of the charter or building ordinances and regulations of any 
incorporated town, incorporated city, or city and county, not inconsistent with this 
act, or to prevent or punish violations thereof. 

The provisions of this act shall be held to be the minimum requirements adopted 
for the protection, health, and safety of the community. Nothing in this act con- 
tained shall be construed as prohibting the local legislative body of any incorporated 
town, incorporated city, or city and county from enacting from time to time supple- 
mentary ordinances imposing further restrictions. But no ordinance, regulation, 
or ruling of any municipal authority shall repeal, amend, modify, or dispense with 
any provision of this act. 

Sec 90. Every person who shall violate or assist in violation of any provision of 
this act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment in a county 
jail not exceeding six months or by a fine not exceeding $500 or by both, and in addi- 
tion to the penalty therefor shall be liable for all costs, expense, and disbursements 
paid or incurred by the department by any of the officers thereof or by any agent, 
employee, or contractor of the same in the prosecution of such violation. 
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Sec. 91. Except as herein otherwise specified the procedure for the prevention of 
violations of this act, or for the vacation of premises unlawfully occupied, or for other 
abatement of nuisance in connection with a tenement house, shall be as set forth in 
charter and ordinances of the municipality in which the procedure is taken. In case 
any tenement house, building or structure or any part thereof is constructed, altered, 
converted or maintained in violation of any provision of this act or of any order or 
notice of the departments charged with its enforcement, or in case a nuisance exists in 
any such tenement house, building or structure or upon the lot on which it is situated, 
said departments may institute any appropriate action or proceeding to prevent such 
unlawful construction, alteration, conversion or maintenance, to restrain, correct or 
abate such violation or nuisance, to prevent the occupation of said tenement house, 
building or structure, or to prevent any illegal act, conduct or business in or about 
such tenement house or lot. In any such action or proceeding said departments may, 
by affidavit setting forth the facts, apply to the superior court, or to any judge thereof, 
for an order granting the relief for which said action or proceeding is brought, or for an 
order enjoining all persons from doing or permitting to be done any work in or about 
such tenement house, building, structure or lot, or from occupying or using the same 
for any purpose, until the entry of final judgment or order. In case any notice or 
order issued by said departments is not complied with, said departments may apply- 
to the superior court, or to any judge thereof, for an order authorizing said departments 
to execute and carry out the provisions of said notice or order, to remove any violation 
specified in said order or notice, or to abate any nuisance in or about such tenement 
house, building or structure, or the lot upon which it is situated. The court, or 
any judge thereof, is hereby authorized to make any order specified in this section. 
In no case shall the said department or any officer thereof or the municipal corporation 
be liable for costs in any action or proceeding that may be commenced in pursuance of 
this act. 

The commission of immigration and housing of California shall have power to 
institute the actions or proceedings provided for in this section. 

Sec. 92. Every fine imposed by judgment under section 90 of this act upon a 
tenement house owner shall be a lien upon the house in relation to which the fine is 
imposed from the time of the filing of a certified copy of said judgment in the office of 
the recorder of the county in which said tenement house is situated, subject only to 
taxes and assessments and water rates, and to such mortgage and mechanics' liens as 
may exist thereon prior to such filing; and it shall be the duty of the department of 
health or other department by municipal ordinance designated for that purpose upon 
the entry of such judgment, to forthwith file the copy as aforesaid, and such copy upon 
filing shall be forthwith indexed by the recorder in the index of mechanics' liens. 

Sec. 93. In any action or proceeding instituted by the departments charged with 
the enforcement of this act, the plaintiff or petitioner may file in the county recorder's 
office of the county where the property affected by such action or proceeding is 
situated, a notice of the pendency of such action or proceeding. Said notice may be 
filed at the time of the commencement of the action or proceeding, or at any time 
afterwards before final judgment or order, or at any time after the service of any notice 
or order issued by said department. Such notice shall have the same force and effect 
as the notice of pendency of action provided for in the code of civil procedure. Each 
county recorder with whom such notice is filed shall record it, and shall index it in the 
name of each person specified in a direction subscribed by an officer of the depart- 
ment instituting such action or proceeding. Any such notice may be vacated upon 
the order of a judge of the court in which such action or proceeding was instituted or is 
pending. The recorder of the county where such notice is filed is hereby directed to 
mark such notice and any record or docket thereof as canceled of record, upon the 
presentation and filing a certified copy of such order. 
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Sec. 94. Every owner of a tenement house and every lessee of the whole house, or 
other person having control of a tenement house, shall file in the department of health 
a notice containing his name and address, and also a description of the property, by 
street and number, and otherwise, as the case may be, in such manner as will enable 
the departments charged with the enforcement of this act to easily find the same; 
and also the number of apartments in each house, the number of rooms in each apart- 
ment, and the number of families occupying the apartments. In case of a transfer 
of any tenement house, it shall be the duty of the grantee of said tenement house to 
file in the department of health a notice of such transfer, stating the name of the new 
owner, within 30 days after such transfer. In case of the devolution of the said prop- 
erty by will, it shall be the duty of the executor and the devisee, if more than 21 years 
of age, and in the case of devolution of such property by inheritance without a will, 
it shall be the duties of the heirs, or in case all the heirs are under age, it shall be the 
duty of the administrator of the deceased owner of said property to file in said depart- 
ment a notice, stating the death of said owner and the names of those who have suc- 
ceeded to his interests, within 30 days after the death of the decedent, in case he 
died intestate and within 30 days after the probate of his will, if he died testate. 

Sec 95. Every owner, agent or lessee of a tenement house shall file in the depart- 
ment of health a notice containings the name and address of such agent of such house, 
for the purpose of receiving service of process, and also a description of the property 
by street and number or otherwise, as the case may be, in such manner as will enable 
the department charged with the enforcement of this act to easily find the same. 
The name of the owner or lessee may be filed as agent for this purpose. 

Sec. 96. The names and addresses filed in accordance with sections 94 and 95 shall 
be indexed by the department of health in such a manner that all of those filed in 
relation to each tenement house shall be together and readily ascertainable. The 
said department shall provide the necessary books and clerical assistance for that 
purpose, and the expense thereof shall be paid by the municipality. Said indexes 
shall be public records, open to public inspection during business hours. 

Sec 97. Every notice or order in relation to a tenement house shall be served five 
days before the time for doing the thing in relation to which it shall have been issued. 

Sec 98. In any action brought by any department charged with the enforcement 
of this act in relation to a tenement house for injunction, vacation of the promises, 
or other abatement of nuisance, or to establish a lien thereon, it shall be sufficient 
service of summons to serve the same as notices and orders are served under the pro- 
visions of the code of civil procedure. 

Sec 99. A tenement house shall be subject to a penalty of $1,000, if it or any part 
of it shall be used for the purposes of a house of prostitution or assignation of any 
description, with the permission of the owner thereof, or his agent, and said penalty 
shall be a lien upon the house and the lot upon which the house is situated. 

Sec 100. A tenement house shall be deemed to have been used for the purposes 
specified in the last section with the permission of the owner or lessee thereof, if sum- 
mary, proceedings for the removal of the tenants of said tenement house, or so much 
thereof as is unlawfully used, shall not have been commenced within five days after 
notice of such unlawful use, served by a department charged with the enforcement 
of this act in the manner prescribed by law for the service of notices and orders in 
relation to tenement houses. 

Sec 101. In a prosecution against an owner or agent of a tenement house under 
section 316 of the penal code, or in an action to establish a lien under section 99 of 
this act, the general reputation of the premises in the neighborhood shall be com- 
petent evidence, but shall not be sufficient to support a judgment without corroborative 
evidence, and it shall be presumed that their use was with the permission of the owner 
or lessee: Provided, That such presumption may be rebutted by evidence. 
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Sec. 102. Said action shall be brought against the tenement house as defendant. 
Said house may be designated in the title of the action by its street and number or 
in any other method sufficiently precise to secure identification. The property shall 
be described in the complaint. The plaintiff, except as hereinafter provided, shall 
be any department charged with the enforcement of this act. 

Sec. 103. Said action shall be brought in the superior court in the county or city 
and county in which the property is situated. At or before the commencement of 
the action the complaint shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the county or city 
and count}', together with a notice of the pendency of the action, containing the 
names of the parties, the object of the action, and a brief description of the property 
affected thereby. 

Sec. 104. The judgment in such action, if in favor of the plaintiff, shall establish 
the penalty sued for as a lien upon said premises, subject only to taxes, assessments, 
and to such mortgages and mechanics' liens as may exist thereon prior to the filing of 
the notice of pendency of the action. 

Sec. 105. All statutes of the State and ordinances of incorporated towns, incorpo- 
rated cities and cities and counties, as far as inconsistent with the provisions of this act, 
are hereby repealed : Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be construed 
as repealing or abrogating any present law or ordinance in any incorporated town, 
incorporated city, or city and county of the State, further restricting the percentage 
of the lot to be covered by a tenement house, the number of stories or the height of 
such house, the number of apartments therein, the occupation thereof, the materials 
to be used in its construction, or increasing the size of the yards or courts, the air space 
to each individual occupying a room, the requirements as to sanitation, ventilation, 
light, protection against fire. 

Sec. 106. Nothing in this act contained shall be construed as abrogating, diminish- 
ing, minimizing, or denying the power of any incorporated town, incorporated city, 
or city and county by ordinance to further restrict the percentage of the lot to be 
covered by a tenement house within said municipality, the number of stories or the 
height of such house, the number of apartments therein, the occupation thereof, the 
materials to be used in its construction, or increasing the size of yards or courts, the 
air space to each individual occupying a room, the requirements as to sanitation, 
ventilation, light, protection against fire. 

Sec. 107. Except as herein otherwise provided, every tenement house shall be 
constructed and maintained in conformity with the existing law, but no ordinance, 
regulation, or ruling of any municipal authority shall repeal, modify, or dispense with 
any provisions of this act. 

Sec. 108. All improvements specifically required by this act upon tenement houses 
erected prior to its date of passage shall be made within one year from said date or 
at such earlier period as may be fixed by the boards of health charged with the enforce- 
ment of this act. 

Sec. 109. All steam boilers, heating furnaces, or water-heating apparatus, using 
any fuel other than coal gas or natural gas, installed in the basement or cellar of any 
tenement building, shall be inclosed in a room with walls of masonry, reinforced 
concrete, terra cotta, or tile from the basement or cellar floor to the bottom of the first- 
floor joists, and the ceiling of same construction or of not less than three-fourths inch 
plaster on metal lath. 

All windows shall be of wire glass not less than one-quarter of an inch thick in metal 
frames and sashes. All doors leading from said room shall be fire doors and either 
run on tracks or arranged to swing out and to close automatically. 

All fire doors shall overlap the wall at least 3 inches at side and top. Sills shall be 
of metal at least one-quarter of an inch thick on masonry, or of masonry, and have 
horizontal faces extending under fire doors and outer edges flush with outer surface 
of fire doors. 
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Top of sliding door shall conform to incline on the track, which shall be three- 
quarters inch to the foot. No door shall be hung on wooden frames or in contact with 
any woodwork. 

Doors shall be made of three thicknesses of seven-eighths inch by 6-inch tongued- 
and-grooved redwood boards, surfaced both sides, the outer thickness to be placed 
vertical or diagonal and the inner thickness to be horizontal, nailed with clinched 
nails. 

Doors shall be entirely covered with good tin plate ("I 0" charcoal, 109 pounds 
to the box), not over 14 inches by 20 inches in size, laid with locked joints covering 
nail heads, and all vertical seams shall be double-locked. No solder shall be used. 

All doors shall have hinges, hangers, latches, and chafing strips of wrought iron 
bolted to the doors, and shall have steel tracks (when sliding doors) and wrought-iron 
stops and binders bolted through the wall. Swinging doors shall have wall eyes of 
wrought iron built into or bolted through the wall. 

Where oil is burned every doorway shall have a masonry sill rising not less than G 
inches from the floor. 

Where oil is burned the oil shall not be fed to the furnace by a gravity flow. 

AH tenement houses hereafter constructed of more than two stories in height shall 
have at least two standard fire escapes, one of which shall be on the front of said tene- 
ment house. Tenement houses over two stories in height hereafter constructed, 
located on corner lots, shall have at least one standard fire escape, constructed as 
hereinafter described, placed upon each front of the building upon each frontage 
upon each street. 

The fire-escape balconies of said standard fire escapes shall commence at the level 
of the second floor and one such fire-escape balcony shall be placed at the level of each 
floor above such second floor, and from the topmost balcony shall extend an iron goose- 
neck ladder over the fire wall to the roof. 

Sec. 110. Every person desiring to construct or alter a tenement house shall obtain 
a permit from the department charged with the enforcement of this act. Every 
owner or lessee of a tenement house shall obtain at the beginning of each year a license 
from the health department of the incorporated town, incorporated city, or city and 
county in which said tenement house is situated. 

MICHIGAN. 
Plague— Prevention of— Bounty on Rats. (Act No. 50, Apr. 14, 1915.) 

Section 1. Every person being an inhabitant of this State who shall kill any black, 
brown, gray, or Norway rats commonly known as the house rat, barn rat, or wharf 
rat in any organized township, village, or city in this State, slwll be entitled to receive 
a bounty of 5 cents for each rat thus killed, to be allowed and paid in the manner 
hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 2. Every person applying for such bounty shall take the heads of such rats, 
in lots of not less than five, to the clerk of the township, village, or city within which 
such rats shall have been killed, in a state of good preservation, and if satisfied with 
the correctness of such claim said township, village, or city clerk shall issue a certifi- 
cate stating the amount of bounty to which such applicant is entitled and deliver the 
same to said applicant, and shall destroy the heads of such rats by burning. 

Sec. 3. Such certificate may be presented by the claimant or his agent to the 
county clerk of the county in which such rats have been killed, who shall thereupon 
draw a warrant for the amount on the treasurer of said county, and said treasurer 
shall, upon presentation of said warrant, pay the same from the general or contingent 
fund of such county. 
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